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Abstract : English activities started as a course in Japanese elementary schools as a part of international understanding
education in the 'Period for Integrated Study'. The aim of the subject is to enhance pupils' interest in foreign language and
culture and foster development of a positive attitude toward foreign people and cultures. These days, however, the question of
whether English Language Education should be taught in Japanese elementary schools is being discussed in various places
including the Central Education Council.

In this paper the background of English Language Education in elementary schools is overviewed and its aim is clarified
while looking back on current movements, problems and results of English Language Education in elementary schools, and
addresses the latest trends. Next, the important role that homeroom teachers play is considered in comparison with other
teaching staff members. Moreover, the current situation of the in-service training of elementary school teachers and the teacher
training at university level are discussed. In conclusion, effective and urgent teacher training programs are needed all over

Japan in order to make English Language Education in elementary schools successful.
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